The movements of the components of the Hastings bipolar prosthesis. A radiographic study in 65 patients.
We aimed to find out whether the Hastings bipolar prosthesis moved in a bipolar fashion after its use for displaced fractures of the femoral neck. In 65 patients non-weight-bearing movement was assessed radiographically and compared with an earlier study of the Monk prosthesis. In 70% of patients, the only movement was between the acetabulum and the prosthetic shell, the prosthesis behaving as if it were unipolar. This did not change with time, but there was a slight improvement in the range of movement, particularly in flexion. The absence of movement between the outer shell and the metal head is most probably due to the design of the prosthesis and makes this prosthesis unsuitable for use in osteoarthritic hips.